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Rare strike by thousands of construction workers in Gulf State
UN Commission for Human Rights calls for more unions in Bangladesh
100,000 march for jobs in Italy
Workers in Pakistan win back jobs they lost 22 years ago
ILO orders Swaziland to recognize labour federation
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Rare strike by construction workers in Gulf State

Thousands of construction workers in Dubai - one of the Gulf Arab States - walked off the job on Sunday, May 19 to demand increased pay and better living conditions. They are employed by Arabtec - one of the largest construction firms in the region. Strikes are very rare in the Gulf States where unions are banned. Most workers are migrant labourers from countries such as India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal. They are housed in dormitory-style buildings on the outskirts of the cities and not allowed to leave except for work. Arabtec is also operating construction projects in another Gulf State, Qatar. Qatar is undergoing a construction boom because it is scheduled to host the World Cup of Football in 2022. Recently the General-Secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation  - Sharan Burrow   - visited Qatar to investigate the wages and working conditions of the workers in the country.

(audio)
UN Commission for Human Rights calls for more unions in Bangladesh

The UN High Commission for Human Rights is calling for fast  action to empower trade unions and reform the garment industry in Bangladesh. Rupert Colville, a spokesperson for the High Commission, says the the agency is urging greater emphasis on inspections of the country's garment factories.  Dianne Penn of UN Radio reports

(audio)
In other news
In other news: 100,000 workers marched through the streets of Rome on Saturday, May 18. The demanded that the government stop its austerity programes and focus on creating jobs. On the same day police in India attacked a demonstration of auto workers and their families at the Maruti Suzuki plant in Harayana. About 100 people were arrested. The demonstrators were demanding the release of 147 workers arested during a confrontation at the auto plant last July. The International Labour Organization - the ILO - has told the government of Swaziland that it must officially recognize the country's labour federation.  The government revoked the registration of the Trade Union Congress of Swaziland - TUCOSWA - when the Congress called for democratic elections. Swaziland is ruled by a dictator-king, Mswati III.  In Jordan security forces stormed the country's  justice building to prevent public employees from continuing their daily sit-in strike. The workers have been on strike for almost a month to demand better working conditions, increase wages, and more bonuses.  In Pakistan the Supreme Court has ruled that a military-owned company must reinstate 112 workers that the company fired 22 years ago. The Court ruled that the workers were illegally locked out in 1991 and must be reinstated with full back pay.
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And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on it website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations. Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity forever.
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