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Gap and Walmart under pressure to sign Bangladsh safety accord
10 miners on strike in South Africa shot by police
Vietnamese women fired for becoming pregnant
Largest German union calls for new Marshall plan for Europe
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Gap and Walmart under pressure to sign Bangladsh safety accord
International labour organizations have started a campaign to force companies such as Walmart and Gap to sign a Fire and Safety Accord negotiated on behalf of garment workers in Bangladesh. Gap has said it is concerned about the legal implications of signing. Walmart has promised, again, to inspect its factories by itself. The global union federations IndustriALL and UNI say the companies should sign the Accord which will help ensure safe working conditions for Bangladesh's four million garment workers. Meanwhile, in Bangladesh, workers and NGOs advocating on their behalf are demanding that companies such as Walmart and Gap accept their responsibilities. Kalpona Akter is the Executive Director of the Bangladesh Centre for Worker Solidarity

(audio)

Ms Akter was interviewed by video journalist Vikram Singh.
In other news
In other news: In a breach of diplomatic procedures the Textiles minister in Bangladesh has sent a letter to the US Ambassador in the country critisizing the Ambassador's call for more unions in the country's garment sector. The minister said his pride was hurt. Letters to ambassador usually are sent via a country's foreign office. In India 900 computer operators emplolyed by BBMP has ve gone on strike. They have not been paid for six months. Ten workers.  In South Africa 10 workers on an illegal strike at the Lanxess chrome mine were shot and wounded by police. Workers at the mine are demanding that a productivity bonus promised them in 2010 be paid. In German the largest union in the country has called for a massive investment of money to get the European economys working again.  The president of the union - the DGB - said that Europe needs a new Marshall plan which would create new investment in job creation. In Korea 49 unionists were arrested for holding a sit-down strike in front a government building. They were demanding the government recognize their union - Korean Government Employees’ Union - and reinstate dismissed workers. In Vietnam women workers are fighting back against a policy by employers to fire women who become pregnant. They have demanded the government step in and order a Japanese company to re-hire a woman it fired.
End

And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on it website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations. Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity forever.
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