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Global union signs deal with China labour organization
Labour unions help displaced women workers in India
Tunesian labour federation nominated for Nobel Prize
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Global union signs deal with China labour organization
In an historic move for the international labour movement a global union federation has agreed to work closely with the central labour federation in China. The International Transport Workers Federation - the ITF - has signed a memorandum of understanding with the All-China Federation of Trade Unions - the ACFTU.  The agreement is important because to date the ACFTU has not been recognized as a free and independent union worthy of recognition by the international labour mopvement. The ACFTU is the only labour organization allowed in the country. The agreement signed by the ITF and the ACFTU calls for information-sharing and support for transport workers and seafarers. Most significantly it calls for the two bodies to develop international solidarity. The agreement comes as a time of significant change in China. In the past few years many strikes by  Chinese workers have been tolerated. Employees  in the country seem to be more confident in standing up for their rights. For example, just recently 10,000 workers at a shoe-making factory in Dongguan near Hong Kong went on a one day strike to protest lack of social benefit and housing subsidy payments. Meanwhile however a court in another city near Dongguan convicted 11 workers for "disrupting public order" when they organized a strike. The ACFTU is not a member of the International Trade Union Confederation - the top labour body in the world. But, in another historic move the ITUC has invited representatives of the Chinese organization to attend its  world congress scheduled for May of this year. 
Labour unions help displaced women in India

It is one of the more disgraceful stories about how workers in India are treated. Thousands of workers who were moved from their home communities to make way for industrial operations have been left almost homeless for decades. Meanwhile the work they at the operations in some small compendation has been made even more precarious. RadioLabour's senior correspondent C. Marie Ainsborough reports. 

[audio
The global union federation IndustriALL has held a meeting of women workers belonging to tribal and displaced communities in Jharkhand (jarkhand) in eastern India. 

IndustriALL is the global union which represents workers in metal and manufacturing industries. 

The women who participated in the meeting are displaced workers. They are the second generation of people who were moved from their home communities to make way for a steel plant in the early 1960s. 

Since then they have been living in horrible conditions without  housing, social security and health care. 

When the steel plant was first built it had a permanent workforce of 40,000 people. Overtime that workforce was reduced to 18,000. At the same time there has been a huge increase of precarious workers, who now amount to 22,000.

 Precarious workers are contract workers who are denied regular wages, medical benefits and social security. Women are consistently over-represented in this type of work. 

IndustriALL's South Asia office  is trying to organize the workers.   It has been holding workshops to inform the workers about their rights, provide medical information and teach them about labour unions. 

This is C. Marie Ainsbrough reporting for RadioLabour.]

In other news:

 In other news: In South Africa the new union which took away mineworkers from the established National Union of Mineworkers is calling for donations to a strike fund in order to keep its three month strike going. The Association of Mineworkers and Construction Union (AMCU) is asking the government to donate to the strike fund as a way of restoring the dignity the mineworkers have lost because of the actions of the capitalist mine owners.  The Norwegian Noble Prize Committee has accepted the nomination of the Tunesian national labour federation. The UGTT was instrumental in the revolution which hit the country in 2010. More recently it played a major role in getting the Islamist government to resign and call new elections. In Turkey a government decision to deny labour demonstrations in the central square of Instanbul is being condemned by labour unions. The unions want to demonstrate in the square on May 1. Labour demonstrations have been banned in the square since 1979 when 30 protestors were killed
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And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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