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30,000 shoe factory workers in China on strike
Global union helps abandoned crew in Mediterranean
World Cup construction workers in Brazil win strike
McDonald's in Canada treats foreign workers like slaves
______________________________________________

30,000 shoe factory workers in China on strike
In the past few years strike action by workers in China has been increasing. RadioLabour's senior correspondent C. Marie Ainsbrough reports on the latest strike, one of the largest in the country's recent history.
[audio

Thousands of workers at a shoe factory in China have been on strike for four days. More than 30,000 workers at a factory in the southern city of Guangdong (gwang-don) have been demonstrating in the streets to protest unpaid social benefits, poor wages and improper labour contracts. There have been numerous viloent clashes with the police. Many workers have been sent to hospital.  Police have been visiting homes at night to arrest workers.  China Labor  Watch, which is based in the United States reports that the strikes is one of the largest in recent history. It comes just as shoe factories in China are preparing for a major production run aimed at supplying shoes for the summer season in Europe and the US. The factory which employs the workers produces shoes for companies such as Nike, Adidas and Puma. It is partly owned by  Taiwanese investors. China Labour Bulletin, which is based in Hong Kong, has recorded 200 labour disputes in the country since January 1. This is a 30 per cent increase over the same period last year and may be due to a slowdown in the Chinese economy.]  
Global union helps abandoned ship's crew in Mediterranean
Most of the world's goods are transported by ship staffed with seafarers. The global union federation which represents 600,000 of these seafarers is the International Transport Workers Federation. The ITF helps make sure that the workers are paid their wages and are employed in safe and healthy condtions. It does this under the Maritime Labour Convention of the Internation Labour Organization - the ILO. One of the cases that the ITF is currently working on is the abandonment of a ship and its crew by a company that went bankrupt. Edger Smith of ILO radio reports on the situation. He interviews one of the crew members, Archie Adorable, and a representative of the ITF, Paul Fulzon.

(audio)
In other news
In other news: Construction workers building the facilities for 2014 World Cup of Football, soccer in Brazil have ended a four-day strike with a victory. The won a 9 per cent wage rise and an increase in their food stamps.  In Lebanon employers have been firing lebanese workers and replacing them with Syrian refugees who agree to work for lower wages. The government says the practice is increasing Lebanese unemplyment. In Canada foreign workers employed by McDonald restaurants are complaining of slave-like conditions. In the latest case workers from the South American country of Belize were brought into the country and forced to stay in expensive apartments resulting in little take-home pay for the workers. Meanwhile some Canadian workers are complaining that they are being given fewer hours by MacDonald's because the foreign workers are given longer shifts.
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And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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