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The RadioLabour news briefing
Huge global trade agreement being negotiated in secret
Public education and unions in US under severe attack
Singing: “All the Union Ladies – Solidarity!”
_______________________________________________

The RadioLabour news briefing
This is the RadioLabour news briefing for the week April 12 to 18. In China 30,000 workers at a shoe factory in the south of the country are on strike. They are protesting unpaid social benefits, poor wages and improper labour contracts. Construction workers building the facilities for 2014 World Cup of Football, soccer, in Brazil ended a four-day strike with a victory. They won a 9 per cent wage rise and an increase in their food stamps.
The United States threatened to cancel a trade agreement with Swaziland because the monarchy dictatorship in the country continues to abuse labour rights. The central labour federation in Swaziland, which is banned, had planned a major demonstration but was refused a licence. The International Transport Workers Federation - the ITF - signed a cooperation agreement with the All-China Federation of Trade Unions. The Chinese federation is the only labour organization allowed to operate in the country. World wide protests were held to condemn the safety record of mining giant Rio Tinto. Demonstrators pointed to incidents such as the death of 33 workers in Peru last year which could have been avoided if safety measures had been implemented. The demonstrations were organized by IndustriALL, the global union federation which represents mine workers at the world level. The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund held their spring meetings in Washington. They were told by the International Labour Organization – the ILO - to act immediately to avert a global unemployment crisis. And that was the RadioLabour newsbriefing for the week April 12 to 18. This is RadioLabour.
Public education and unions in US under severe attack

The United States has the highest state of economic inequality amongst Western countries. For example a recent study produced by the largest labour federation in the US – the AFL-CIO – showed that chief executive officers of companies earn 330 times more than the average America worker. One of the most effective ways to reduce economic inequality is to provide people with quality education. But at the same time that economic inequality is growing in the US the country's public education system is under attack. Here is Loretta Johnson talking to a conference of teachers and other education workers at a conference held in Dublin Ireland April 7-9. Dr Johnson is the Secretary-treasurer of the American Federation of Teachers. The AFT has 1.5 million members in the US. 
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Huge global trade agreement being negotiated in secret

A global trade agreement which will significantly affect all the world's economies and put more pressure on governments to privatize public operations is being negotiated in Geneva in secret. RadioLabour's senior correspondent, C. Marie Ainsborough, reports.
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Singing: “All the Union Ladies – Solidarity!”
Now here are the American folk singers Alexandra Bradbury and Julian Gonzalez with “All the Union Ladies - Solidarity”
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End
And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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