RadioLabour

Solidarity News

Monday August 11, 2014
___________________________________________________
Global transport workers' congress opens in Bulgaria
US and African unionists call for decent work in trade deals

Brazil adopts ILO's Domestic Workers Convention

Swaziland PM threatens to strangle Summit participants
____________________________________________________
Global transport workers' congress opens in Bulgaria
The 43rd global Congress of the International Transport Workers’ Federation - the ITF - is being held in Sophia Bulgaria this week August 10-16. With 2000 people frm 380 unions in 116 countries the Congress is the largest in the ITF's 118 year history. The ITF represents 4.5 million transport workers around the world. They include seafarers, transport drivers, dockers, railway workers, civil aviation employees and others. I talked to Stephen Cotton about the Congress. Mr Cotton is the Acting General-Secretary of the ITF. I asked him what was planned for the Congress.
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US and African unionists call for decent work in trade deals
In Washington last week, August 4-6, representatives from almost 50 African countries, attended the US-Africa Summit. The forth unionists who participated in the Summit called for trade agreements to include protection for democracy and labour rights. Imani Countess was one other unionists at the Summit. Ms Countess is the Africa Regional Director of the AFL-CIO's Solidarity Centre. The AFL-CIO is the largest labour federation in the United States. I asked Ms Countess what the major goal of the unionists at the Summit was.
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In other news
In other news: Brazil has become the latest country to adopt a Convention of the International Labour Organization protecting domestic workers. The Covention provides domestic workers with the same basic rights as any other worker in Brazil, including time-off and a minimum wage. The Prime Minister of Swaziland has outraged labour activists by declaring that any unionist who attended the US-Africa Summit last week should be strangled. Barnabas Dlamini is the prime minister in a country that is the last absolute monarchy in Africa. Swaziland was recently thrown out of a preferential trade agreement with the US because of its policy of autocratic rule and abuse of labour rights. Brazil has become the latest country to adopt a Convention of the International Labour Organization protecting domestic workers. The Covention provides domestic workers with the same basic rights as any other worker in Brazil, including time-off and a minimum wage.
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And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.

