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Swaziland's attack on unionists
This is a RadioLabour special report on the abuse of union rights in Swaziland. I'm Marc Belanger. Swaziland - a small country of 1.2 million people in southern Africa - is the continent's last absolute monarchy. It's government, ruled by King Mswati the third, has banned the central labour federation called Tucoswa and jailed a lawyer who represented Tucoswa in the courts. Last week during the US-Africa Summit the Prime Minster of Swaziland, Barnabas Dlamini, told the media in his country any unionist who attended the Summit should be strangled. I talked to two unionists about Swaziland. Imani Countess is the Africa Regional Coordinator of the AFL-CIO's Solidarity Center. The AFL-CIO is the largest labour federation in the United States. Joel Odigie is the Coordinator of Human and Trade Union Rights for ITUC Africa. The ITUC is the International Trade Union Confederation. It represents national centres at the world level. Ms Countess from the Solidarity Centre was organizing events for the unionists at the Summit when the Prime Minister of Swaziland made his comments.
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I also talked to Joel Odigie, the Coordinator of Human and Trade Union Rights for ITUC Africa, about Swaziland. I asked him to describe the situation for unionists in the country. 
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End
And that's it for this special report on labour and Swaziland. Thank you for listening. And remember: It's all about global solidarity.
