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Special Report: Transport workers at global congress organize to fight back

Welcome to a RadioLabour news update recorded on Wednesday August 13, 2014. I'm Marc Belanger. 

In Sophia Bulgaria this week almost 2,000 unionists are meeting at the 43rd global Congress of the International Transport Workers Federation. The ITF is a global union federation which represents 360 unions in 116 countries. The 4.5 million members of the unions represented by the ITF include dockers, railway workers, civil aviation employees, seafarers and others. The delegates attending the congress have been debating a policy document which will set the goals of the ITF for the next four years. The debates have centered on issues such as stopping  airlines from registering in so-called flags of convenince countries, strategies for addressing increased automation in ports and organizing more workers into unions, especially in south-east Asia. Discussions are also being held on getting more states to ratify the Maritime Labour Convention of the International Labour Organization. The convention is aimed at improving the wages and working conditions of seafarers plus guarateeing their right to join unions. Running along side the main congress plenaries are workshops about  protecting women transport workers from violence, fighting modern slavery in the fishing industry, climate change, solidarity with Palestine, and other issues such as fair trade for Africa. One of the delegates attending the Congress is Tim Beatty, the Director of Global Strategies for the Teamsters union in the United States. He spoke about the ITF's efforts to organize workers in global delivery companies such as DHL, FedEx and UPS.

(audio)

One of the more significant features of the ITF's 2014 Congress has been the adoption of new media to inform not only the people at the conference in Sophia but also members around the world. The Congress is being operated by digital methods for document handling plus the use of Facebook, Twitter, Flickr and YouTube. I talked to Stephen Cotton about the ITF's adoption of digital communications. Mr Cotten is the ITF's Acting General-Secretary.
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And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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