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This is a RadioLabour international news up-date recorded on Monday September 1.  I'm Marc Belanger.  It's Labour Day in the United States and Canada. In the US the largest labour federation - the AFL-CIO - is using the day to push for a raise in the minimum wage. Richard Trumka is the president of the AFL-CIO.

(audio)

Labour Day in the US, as well as Canada is a day to a day set aside to recognize the rights and contributions of working people. Here again is Mr Trumka.

(audio)

In Canada the labour movement is fighting back against right-wing ideas imported from the United States such as so-called right-to-work laws. These laws, especially prevalent in the sourhern united states allow freeloaders at the workplace to get the benefits of unionization without paying for the cost of operating unions.  I talked to Hassan Youssoff, the President of the Canadian Labour Congress about the issue.

(audio)

what would have happened if Ontario had adopted right-wing right-to-work laws. 

(audio)
Here is the New York City Labor Chorus singing at Union Square. 

(audio)

Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
