RadioLabour

Solidarity News

Tuesday, September 2, 2014

_________________________________________
Barack Obama says US workers need unions
British labour researcher in Thailand faces $10 million fine
5,000 miners in Iran on strike to support  40 fired workers
Cambodian footwear workers on the picker lines  
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Barack Obama says US workers need unions 

This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Tuesday September 2.
(audio)

I'm March Belanger. US president Barack Obama spent Labour Day, September 1, in the state of Wisconsin where the state government has stripped union rights from teachers and public employees. He spoke about raising the minimum wage, passing immigration reform and the need for unions. 

(audio)
British labour researcher in Thailand faces $10 million fine

In Thailand a trial has started against a British researcher who uncovered horrendous abuses of labour rights and child labour.  Andy Hall, who lives in Thailand, prepared a report for a Finish NGO about a Thai pineapple company called Natural Fruit, which is part of the conglomerate NatGroup. The company has initiated legal procedures against Mr Hall saying that he has hurt the reputation of the company.  Mr Hall faces seven years in prison  and fines of 10 million dollars. I asked Mr Hall why the company is proceeding so vehemently against him.

(audio)
In other news: 

In other news: In Iran more than 5,000 miners have hit the picket lines to support 40 of their co-workers who were arrested for taking part in a month-long strike earlier this year.  The action comes after police attacked miners who began a strike on August 20.  In Guatemala 25,000 health care workers and their supporters have demonstrated in support of the implementation of their collective agreement.  Union leaders told the media that if the government does not act to meet their demands they will organize a general strike. In Cambodia 5,000 workers at a footwear company began a strike on September 1 to demand an increase in their wages and benefits.  The workers are members of the Coalition of Cambodian Apparel Workers Democratic Union. The demands by the workers include a $1 a day lunch allowance, skilled-worker payments and 50 cents for every hour of overtime.
End
And that's it. Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
