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British labour rejects EU-US trade deal

Global union demands release of Bahraini labour leader
Hundreds of flights  in Europe cancelled as pilots strike
Strike of 40,000 Canada teachers headed into fourth month
____________________________________________________


This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Monday September 15, 2014. I``m Marc Belanger.
British labour rejects EU-US trade deal
The British Trades Union Congress - the TUC - has decided to oppose a huge trade deal being negotiated between the European Union and the United States. The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership - known by its acronym TTIP - would reduce trade barriers. But at the same time  would also establish tribunals corporations could use if governments act against what the corporations see as their best interests. I talked to Owen Tudor about the TUC's decision to oppose the trade deal. Mr Tudor is the Head of the TUC's European Union

and International Relations Department. I asked him to describe TTIP and explain why the TUC was opposing it. 
Global union demands release of Bahraini labour leader
The global union federation which represents 30 million teachers and other education workers is renewing its efforts to have the teachers union in Bahrain officially recognized and its president released from jail. Education International has been supporting the teachers in Bahrain especially since they participated in an uprising during the so-called Arab Spring in 2011. The uprising was crushed by Bharaini authorities with help from Saudi Arabian troops. Just recently the General Secretary of Education International, Fred VanLeeuwen, sent a message of support to the teachers in Bahrain.

(audio)
In other news
In other news: This may not be the best time to fly to Europe. Pilots of Air France have begun a one-week strike which will cancel almost 50 per cent of the airline``s flights. Meanwhile pilots working for Germany's largest airline, Lufthansa, are scheduled to hold a one-day strike on Tuesday, September 16. In Canada a  strike by 40,000 teachers in the western province of British Columbia is headed into its fourth month with no end in sight. The school year was supposed to start two week ago. The main issue in the strike is funding for schools and class sizes. The union representing the teachers has accepted binding arbitration but the government has refused to participate. Binding arbitration is when a third party arbitrator decides the appropropriate settlement. 
End
And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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