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This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Thursday, April 23, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.

Free trade deals allow for murdering of unionists
One brave women breaks gender barrier in Indian union 

Swazi workers defy government and will march May 1
The largest labour federation in the United States – the AFL-CIO – is condeming  free trade agreements – known as FTAs - currently being negotiated because they don't do enough to protect worker rights. The president of the AFL-CIO, Richard Trumka, told a committee of the federal legislature this week that the deals do not even forbid the killing of trade unionists. As an example he raised the US trade arrangement with Colombia. He told members of the Senate Finance Committee that the AFL-CIO has been told by the office of the US Trade Representative – the USTR – that the murdering of unionists is not covered by the FTAs – the Free Trade Agreements.

(audio)

Sometimes even the smallest step can be a great victory in the fight for the rights of women workers. RadioLabour's senior correspondent C. Marie Ainsborough, reports on the struggle of a woman bus conductor in India.

(audio)

In other news: In a direct confrontation with the governnent the trade union congress of Swaziland has declared that its members will march through the streets of the capital on May 1. The dictatorship has refused to allow the federation – TUCOSWA- a permit for the march. The government has declared TUCOSWA an illegal organization. Swaziland is led by the only absolute monarch left in Africa, King Mswati the third.
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And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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