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Labour calls for support for Greek anti-austery government

Women form first domestic workers union in an Arabic country
Canada now imports and mistreat thousands of migrant workers
This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Tuesday January 27, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.

Labour organizations are calling on the European Union and the international financial community to respect the decision by Greeks to elect a government opposed to the austerity measures that have been devastating the country's economy. Greece's debt has actually grown under the austerity measures mainly because the economy has shrunk by 25 per cent and unemployment is at Depression-like levels. 60 per cent of the country's young people are unemployed. Sharan Burrow, the General Secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation told the media that international financial institutions must respect the voices of the Greek people and explore every option with the new government. She said new measures should include provisions for the restoration of collective baragaining which allows workers to participate in the decisions affecting their wages and working conditions. “Negotiations” she said must replace edicts as the engine to regenerate the Greek economy.

There are million of migrant workers employed in Arabic countries. They are employed as construction workers, domestic help, care givers and in other other occupations. Most of them are denied basic worker rights because they are usually not covered by the labour laws of the country. That is why a meeting of domestic workers in Lebanon recently was so momentous. RadioLabour's senior correspondent C. Marie Ainsborough has a report.

The abuse of migrant workers is of course not limited to Arabic countries. Developed countries are also taking advantage of workers trying to make a living for themselves and their families. The Canadian province of Saskatchewan for example has seen a huge increase in the number of migrant workers from countries such as the Philippine. I talked to Larry Hubich, the president of the Saskatchewan Federation of Labour. I askedhim how many migrant workers were in the province and what sort of jobs they do. 

(audio)

You can hear an extended version of my interview with Mr Hubick on the RadioLabour website.

And that's it. I nternational labour news you can use.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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