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More unions win contracts in Bangladesh
ILO: Jobs crisis worsening in developing counries
New women's forum established in Pakistan
Irish and US unions sign training agreement 
An increase in the number of unions in Bangladesh since the Rana Plaza disaster is dramatically extending the extent of collective bargaining in the country. In the latest development garment workers at five factories owned by the East-West Industrial Park group have signed contracts. The contract provisions include wage hikes, increases in food allowance and improvements in cateen facilities. They also allow for more contact with the workers by union officials. The five local unions are affiliated to the  Bangladesh Independent Garment Workers Union Federation (BIGUF. The unions were helped through the negotiations for recognition and a collective agreement by the Solidarity Centre of the AFL-CIO. The AFL-CIO is the largest labour federation in the United States.  The Centre is also helping many other unions in the country get started and recognized. 
The International Labour Organization – the ILO - has released a global employment study which shows that the job situation in developing countries is worsening. Ekkehard Ernst is a senior economist with the ILO
(audio)
Two unions in Ireland and the United States have signed an historic agreement on job training. In the first arrangement of its kind the Irish Technical  Engineering and Electrical Union is working with the United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices in the US to provide training to workers. Under the new agreement the Irish union will bring American trainers to Ireland to teach in a  “train the trainers” programme. The agreement was signed at the Irish embassy in Washington and witnessed by the head of the AFL-CIO Richard Trumka. 

Increasingly women working in jobs such as domestic workers and care givers are organization themselves into sel-hlp groups and unions. RadioLabour's senior correspondent C. Marie Ainsborough has a report about a new group recently established in Lahore Pakistan.

[Women in Pakistan have formed a new organization to help domestic and agricultural workers. 

Called the Working Women's Forum the organization brings together women working in brick factories, domestic help, care giving and farm work

The initiative was created in collaboration with the Gender Equality Programme of the US Aid programme. 

The main objective of the group is to teach women workers in Pakistan about their rights and push for new legislation, espcially legislation aimed at helping domestic workers. 

Other demands include membership for home-based workers in the national health insurance program, reformation of labour law to include domestic workers, and ratification of ILO conventions related to the informal work sector. 

The women are also asking that October 20 be recognized as a National Day for Home-Based Workers. 

This C. Marie Ainsborough reporting for RadioLabour.]

In other news: In Poland 18,000 miners, members of the Solidarnosh union,  are on strike. They are fighting cutbacks in pay and their annual bonus payment. In the United Kingdom two of the largest unions have helped save the gas fracking industry from being banned. The GMB and Unite convinced legisators that the use of the technique is necessary to ensure gas supplies. Fracking is the use of water to force gas out of underground rock formations. 

End

And that's it. Now you're up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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