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This is a RadioLabour World Report recorded on Friday, January 30, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.

The RadioLabour World Report

Europe spends billions to create jobs
Women create first migrant union in Arabic countries
Cement companies ignore workers while merging
Canada imports and mistreats more migrant workers

The LabourStart Report


In the Report this week, the European Union tackles its Depression-like unemployment with billions of euros, women in Lebanon form the first migrant workers union in an Arabic country, Canada is importing more migrant workers and mistreating them and two cement companies in a huge merger are ignoring their workers in the process.  All that plus the LabourStart report of union activities around the globe. This is RadioLabour.

There are more than 25 million workers officially unemployed in the 28 countries of the European Union. The EU has decided to tackle its 12 per cent unemployment crisis by implementing an investment plan worth 315 billion euros – about $360 billion dollars. The International Labour Organization – the ILO – has welcomed the EU's investment plan but warns that if the money isn't invested where it's needed the resulting increase in jobs could be much less than anticipated. Daniel Johnson of UN Radio reports
(audio)
There are millions of migrant workers employed in Arabic countries. They work in construction, as domestic workers, as care givers and in other jobs. They can suffer enormous abuse because they are not protected by the labour laws of the country such as they are and are often tied to the particular employer who brought them into the country. And of course they are not unionized. However a group of women in Lebanon is fighting back. RadioLabour's senior correspondent C. Marie Ainsborough has a report.
(audio)
Two huge multinational cement companies – Lafarge and Holcim – are in the process of merging their operations in more than 70 countries including the US, Canada and Britain. And while they're paying attention their shareholders as the process goes on they are ignoring their workers. I talked to Matthias Hartwich about the merger. Mr Hartwich is the the director  of the Mechanical Engineering and Materials Industries department of the global union federation IndustriALL. I asked why IndustriALL has started a campaign in support of the Lafarge-Holcim workers.
Canada has not been known as a major destination for migrant workers but that has changed because of a right wing national government. The government has dramatically increased the number of temporary workers from countries such as the Phillippines as a way of providing cheap labour for employers. I talked to Larry Hubich about the situation. Mr Hubich is the president of the provincial Saskatchewan Federation of Labour. I asked him how many temporary workers were in his province and what sort of work they do. 
(audio)
The British Trades Union Congress has started a campaign to highlight the discrimination faced by pregnant workers. C. Marie Ainsborough prepared a report on the campaign.
(audio)
Now here with his report about the activities of LabourStart – the labour movement's news and campaigning service, is Derek Blackadder.
(audio)
End

And that's it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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