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Greek unions want a referendum on debt cancelled
Moving workers in developing countries to formal economy
Australian electrical union objects to China-Austalian agreement
The LabourStart Report

This is a RadioLabour World Report recorded on Friday July 3, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.

In the Report this week: Greek unions want a national referendum on debt repayment cancelled, unions in developing countries are being asked to help move workers from informal jobs to formal employment, the Australian electrical union is objecting to a China-Austalian agreement and our LabourStart correspondent has news about union events around the  world. This is RadioLabour.

In Greece this weekend a referendum is scheduled to decide if the country should continue to pay international creditors. The Greek labour movement wants the referendum cancelled. RadioLabour's senior correspondent, C. Marie Ainsborough has a report.

(audio)

One of the reasons the international labour movement is objecting to the huge trade deals being negotiated around the world is that the deal making is being done in secret and often includes side deals which have never been publically debated. As an example, the Australian labour movement has learned about a side deal in the Australia-China trade agreement. The arrangement will allow Chinese electricians into Australia on temporarty work visas without being properly assessed. Allen Hicks is the National Secretary of Australia's Electrical Trades Union.
(audio)
Unions in developing countries are welcoming a new standard set by the International Labour Organization about informal work. The informal economy is a large part of all developing countries. It includes workers who are self-employed such as street sellers who are not part of the country's labour protection laws. It often results in miserable poverty. The ILO is the UN agency focussed on matters of work in the world. In its annual conference last month it adopted a new standard which calls on governments to help move people from the informal to the formal economy. Raghwan Raghwan is a Senior Specialist in the ILO's Workers’Activities programme which operates under its French acronym ACTRAV. He was asked how unions take advantage of the new recommendation about moving workers from the informal to the formal economy where they can have better conditions and protections? 

(audio)

Now here with his report about union events around the world is LabourStart correspondent Derek Blackadder.
End

And that's it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour's daily newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites, mobile phones and community radio stations.  Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.
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