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This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Tuesday, July7, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.
Iran imprisons leader of teachers’ association
The international labour movement is organizing a global campaign to win the release of yet another labour unionist arrested in Iran. The campaign is being organized by Education International – the global union federation for teachers – and LabourStart – the labour movement’s news and campaigning service. The most recent unionist to be arrested in Iran is Ismail Abdi. I talked to Farid C. Partovi about the arrest and conditions for teachers in Iran. Mr Partovi is an organizer with the International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran. I asked him about Ismail Abdi.

(audio)

So what happened. How was Mr Abdi  arrested?

(audio)

What are unions and other labour organizations doing to help Mr Abdi?

(audio)

Tell us a bit about how and why teachers in Iran are fighting for better working and living conditions.

(audio)
A petition calling for the release of Ismail Abdi is on the LabourStart website. 

How right wing is attacking US public sector unions
In the United States the Supreme Court has agreed to hear a case that could result in the destruction of many public sector unions. The case is Fredericks versus the California Teachers Association. It’s being sponsored by a right-wing anti union organization which wants to eliminate the so called “fair share fee”. This is the fee non-union members in a unionized workplace must pay to help cover the cost of collective bargaining and grievance procedures. The attack on the fair share fee is part a extensive campaign against unions in the US. I asked Elaine Bernard about the fee and why it’s being attacked. Ms Bernard is the Executive Director of the  Labor and Worklife Program at Harvard Law School.

(audio)
You can hear an extended version of my interview with Ms Bernard on the RadioLabour website.
END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

