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With a RadioLabour World Report recorded on Friday, July 17, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.
In the report this week the UK government lauches the biggest attack on unions in 30 years, the labour movement calls Amazon’s 20 year anniversary a day of shame, South Africa’s central labour organization survives a difficult convention and our LabourStart correspondent reports on union events around the world. This is RadikoLabour.

UK government launches massive attack on right to strike
The right-wing Conservative government in Britain has embarked on an attack against worker rights which has been described as the biggest crackdown on unions in thirty years. Legislation introduced this week will change the current rules related to strikes, picket lines, and replacement workers – known in the labour movement as scabs. Under the current rules unions wanting to start a strike need a majority of the workers who participate in a union-organized strike ballot. Under the new rules the union would have to have at least 50 per cent of its whole membership participating in the vote. And then get a majority of the people who voted. In the case of public services declared essential the union would have to get approval from at least 40 per cent of the whole membership, including those who don’t bother to vote. The new legislation would also allow employers to use temporary agency staff during strikes in other words be able to replace the striking workers. The number of workers walking a picket line may also be limited to seven people. I talked to Nicola Smith the head of the Economic and Social Affairs Department of the British Trades Union Congress, the TUC. I asked her why the government was introducing this new legislation now.
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You can hear an extended version of my interview with Ms Smith of the TUC on the RadioLabour website.
(Amazon audio)

(COSATU audio)

Now here with his report about union events around the world is LabourStart correspondent Derek Blackadder.

END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. You can stay up to date with RadioLabour’s newscasts and special programmes by following us on Twitter: @radiolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
