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Unions fight arrest of Iranian unionist
Message smuggled out of Iranian prison
Education International call on UN to help
__________________________________

This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Monday, July 27, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.
(audio)

That is Fred Van Leeuwen, the General-Secretary of Education International. EI is the global union federation which represents teachers and other education workers at the world level. It represents 30 million education employees in about 400 organizations at work in 170 countries and territories. EI held its seventh world congress in Ottawa,Canada July 22 to 26. The 2,000 union leaders who participated in the Congress were told that Esmail Abdi, the head of the Iranian Teachers Association, had been arrested while arranging his trip to Ottawa. I talked to Farid C. Partovi about the situation. Mr Partovi is an organizer with the International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran. I asked him about Esmail Abdi, the head of the Iranian Teachers Association. 

(audio)

As the Congress of Education International was being conducted a message smuggled out of an Iranian prison was received. It was from Arjan Davoodi, a teacher who was arrested in 2003.

(audio)

Here again is Fred Van Leeuwen, the General-Secretary of Education International

(audio)

An online letter campaign calling for the release of Esmail Abdi is being conducted on the web site of LabourStart – the labour movement’s news and campaigning service. The campaign has already had more than 12,000 letters sent to the leaders of Iran.
END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

