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Malaysian paper workers still fighting for union after 24 years
UN agency says emergency study into changes in work needed
___________________________________________________
Malaysian paper workers still fighting for union after 24 years
Workers at the largest paper company in Malaysia are continuing their 24 year struggle for union recognition despite the company’s viciously anti-union strategies. 1,400 workers at Sabah Forest Industries – known as SFI – are eligible to join the union. The Sabah Timber Industry Employees Union (the STIEU) says that the company has continually fought unionization by appealing government rulings and court decisions while lobbying for the recognition of an in-house union.   Engrit Liaw is the General-Secretary of the STIEU – the Sabah Timber Industry Employees Union. I asked her to describe the tactics the paper company has been using to fight her union.
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The Malaysian Trades Union Congress - the MTUC – has been helping the Sabah workers face the legal challenges the company keeps coming up with. At the world level a campaign in support of the workers and their union is being organized by the Building and Woodworkers International – the BWI. A letter writing campaign calling for the right of the Sabah workers to join the union of their choice is being conducted on the web site of LabourStart – the labour movement’s news and campaigning service. Almost 10,000 people have sent letters to the company demanding its stop it anti-union tactics and bargain with the Sabah Timber Industry Employees Union.
UN agency says emergency study into changes in work needed
The International Labour Organization is reacting to predictions of a long-term unemployment crisis and the rise in precarious, insecure work. The ILO is the UN agency focussed on employment issues in the world. It has started a campaign to study the changing nature of work and find solutions. Guy Ryder is the Director-General of the ILO. He is the first unionist to head the organization. 
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END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour.  I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

