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UN's ILO tells Qatar to end its worker slavery system

Labour fights low, insecure jobs as the “new normal”

This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Tuesday, March 31, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger. 

UN's ILO tells Qatar to end its worker slavery system
A United Nations organization has told Qatar that it must end a system which abuses the labour rights of migrant workers in the country. RadioLabour's senior correspondent, C. Marie Ainsborough, reports. 

[The Gulf state of Qatar, which is scheduled to host the World Cup of Football in 2022, has been told to stop its system of modern slavery. 

The governing body of the International Labour Organization – the ILO -has told the Qatari goverment it must stop the system called “kafala' by November. 

Kafala is a system of laws which regulates migrant workers while they are in Qatar.  It says the workers cannot change employers even if they are being mistreated or not paid. And it allows employers to confiscate passports so workers cannot leave the country. 

There are millions of migrant workers in the tiny country which borders Saudi Arabia. Most of the them are construction workers building the facilities for the World Cup. Many of them are domestic workers. Almost all of them have paid thousands of dollars to recruitment agencies. 

The organization which is telling Qatar is must end its kafala system is the ILO. The ILO is the UN agency which focusses on matters of work in the world. It operates in a tripartite manner which means that representives of governments, employer groups and unions guide the organization. 

The original motion against Qatar called for an immediate end to its kafala system. But most governments voted against the motion and allowed Qatar to continue the system until at least November. Governments supporting an extension of the system included many of the migrant-sending countries such as Bangladesh and the Phillipines. The Nordic countries, the United States and labour unions voted to end the system immediately. 

Sharan Burrow, the General-Secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation – the ITUC -said the decision to extend the kafala system was shameful. The ITUC is the organization which represents national labour centrals at the world level. Ms Burrow said the extension will allow the Qatari government to continue its abuse of workers through the summer months. Many more workers will die because of the intense heat she said. 

This is C. Marie Ainsborough reporting for RadioLabour.]

Labour fights low, insecure jobs as the “new normal”
The international labour movement is fighting back against a move to define low wages and insecure jobs as the new normal for economies. Just recently Philip Jennings,the Geneal-Secretary of the global union federation UNI, was in the United States to make the case for decent work, unionized jobs and collective bargaining. UNI represents 900 unions with 200 million members working for retail stores, banks, tourism companies and other entreprises involving skills nd services. Mr Jennings went on the right-wing TV network, Fox news, and attacked the notion that low paying, insecure jobs with no benefits and pension plans shold be considered the new norm.
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And that's it. International labour news you can use. Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity.

