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Central labour federation in Tunisia shares Nobel Peace Prize
World-wide demonstrations in support of decent work
NZ labour leader struggles with cancer while fighting for workers
The global LabourStart Report
_____________________________________________________

This is a RadioLabour World Report recorded on Friday, October 9, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.

In the Report this week: The central labour federation in Tunisia shares the 2015 Nobel Peace Prize, world-wide demonstrations in support of decent work, a New Zealand c, and our LabourStart correspondent reports on union activities around the world. This is RadioLabour.


(audio)

Central labour federation in Tunisia shares Nobel Peace Prize,
The most important organization within the quartet is the Tunisian General Labour Union – known by its French acronym UGTT. It was the UGTT that in 2011 quickly threw its support behind massive anti-government demonstrations and sparked a revolution in the country. That revolutionary spirit spread through neighboring countries such as Egypt and Libya. However Egypt returned to military dictatorship and Libya fell into chaos. Tunisia because of the UGTT and the other civil society groups which together have won the Nobel Peace Prize kept the country together. The democracy plan they devised guaranteed respect for the rights of women and all workers. In 2013 the process almost fell apart in the face of terrorist attacks and a weak Islamist government. The president of the UGTT, Houcine Abbassi, as the de facto leader of the quartet, called all the major political parties to a conference to plan a way forward for the country. To their surprise Abassi had television cameras set up in the conference room so that the various parties had to sign a declaration in front of the whole country that they would not back away from a road map to democracy that Abassi gave them. When told of the Peace Prize Mr Abbassi immediately declared that it was the young people of the country who had brought Tunisia closer to democracy and deserved all the credit. The last time the labour movement shared in a Peace Prize was in 1969 when it was awarded to the International Labour Organization. The ILO is a specialized agency of the United Nations operated in a tripartite fashion by representatives of governments, employer groups and labour unions. The Peace Prize ceremony for the UGTT and its three other partners in the national dialogue quartet will be held in early December.
World-wide demonstrations in support of decent work
October 7 was the World Day for Decent Work. The day was established by the International Labour Organization – the ILO - as a way to publicize the need for safe, secure, well-paid jobs. Every year the International Trade Union Confederation organizes global demonstrations in support of the ILO’s decent work agenda. The ITUC is the global body which represents national labour centres at the world level. The Director General of the ILO is Guy Ryder. Mr Ryder is the first unionist to head the Organization in its 96 year history. He was the General-Secretary of the ITUC before becoming the Director-General of the International Labour Organization. Mr Ryder is especially concerned with the high rates of unemployment in the world.
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NZ labour leader struggles with cancer while fighting for workers
Sometimes, sadly, the true commitment of union leaders shines through best when they are faced with tough personal challenges. RadioLabour’s senior correspondent C. Marie Ainsborough reports.

[The President of the New Zealand Council of Trade Unions has announced that she will not run for another term at the Council’s upcoming Congress. Helen Kelly has been told she has lung cancer. She was diagnosed with the disease in February at age 50. She has never smoked. 
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She told a gathering of people honouring her work that it would be irresponsible of her to run again because she won’t live through another term. However, she said, she is full of plans to continue her fight for the country’s working people.
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Ms Kelly started off her career in the labour movement as a activist protecting the rights of teachers. In 2007, she was elected president of New Zealand’s Council of Trade Unions. This is C. Marie Ainsborough reporting for RadioLabour.
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The LabourStart Report
Now here with his report about union events around the world is Labour correspondent Derek Blackadder.
END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

