RadioLabour
Solidarity News
3 September 2015
_________________________________________________
25,000 demo in Indonesia for decent minimum wage
Transport workers demand re-instatement of Gdansk docker
_________________________________________________
 
This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Thursday, September 3, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.
Workers in Indonesia are fighting for a increase in the country’s minimum wage. RadioLabour’s senior correspondent, C. Marie Ainsborough, reports on the latest action by the workers.
[25, 000 workers in Indonesia have held a demonstration to support union demands for a major increase in the minimum wage. 

The demonstration was organized by the country’s three main union centres. They are calling for an increase in the mimimum wage of 25 per cent. They rejected a proposal by the government to implement an automatic calculation of the minimum wage which would preclude negotiations. 

The general-secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation, the ITUC, said that with more and more jobs in Indonesia becoming precarious the government needs to implement a decent living wage. 

Sharan Burrow said the government must stand up against foreign multinationals who are keeping wages at unacceptably low levels and trying to weaken labour laws. 

The union centres in Indonesia are also campaigning jointly to win protection for domestic and migrant workers through ratification of Conventions of the International Labour Organization. They are also calling for an end to the criminalisation of workers and union leaders for engaging in legitimate industrial action.

This is C. Marie Ainsborough reporting for RadioLabour]

The International Transport Workers Federation – the ITF - has started a global campaign in support of workers at the Deepwater Container Terminal in Gdansk, Poland. The union representing workers at the terminal – known by its acronym DCT  - is Solidarnosc. In the early 1990s Solidarnosc was instrumental in defeating a dictatorial communist government which helped lead to the collapse of the Soviet Union. In the past few years DCT management has been attacking the union by hiring workers only on renewable temporary contracts and firing union leaders. Since 2013 ten union leaders have been fired. The most recent activist to be dismissed is union steward (ma-che-ek)  Maciek Konopka. The ITF, which represent 4.5 million members world-wide,  is demanding that Mr Konopka be re-instated. I talked to Torben Seebold about the situation at the Gdansk terminal. Mr Seebold is the vice-chair of the dockers’ section of the ITF. I asked him first about  Maciek Konopka.
(audio)
The union – Solidarnosc – has been objecting to the way management at the Terminal is conducting labour-management relations. Why?
(audio) 

The ITF is asking that union members around the world support its campaign to re-instate Mr Konopka by participating in a letter-sending action organized by LabourStart, the labour movement’s news and campaigning service. 

END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. Follow us on Twitter: @radiolabour. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

