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Labour calls for release of 1,000 women slaves in Saudi Arabia
Woodworkers are being hit hard by climate change
Postal workers meet to plan fights against austerity governments
Unionists in Africa work to protect public services
_____________________________________________________

This is a RadioLabour World Report recorded on Friday, September 25, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.
In the report this week: international labour calls for the release of almost 1,000 young women being treated as slaves in Saudi Arabia, woodworkers around the world are being hit hard by climate change, postal workers meet to plan their fight back against greedy corporations and austerity-driven governments, and unionists in Africa work to protect public services in the region. This is RadioLabour.

{1,000 Mauritanian women trapped as slaves in Saudi Arabia
Labour unions are calling for the release of young women from Mauritania who have been trafficked to Saudi Arabia where they are treated as slaves. RadioLabour’s senior correspondent C. Marie Ainsboroough has a report.

[audio

The International Trade Union Confederation has released an emergency request for help to save almost 1,000 women from Mauritania trapped in Saudi Arabia. The ITUC is the labour organization which represents national union centres at the world level. Mauritanian unions say the women have been lured to the country by traffickers who promised the women jobs as nurses and teachers. Instead the women have been forced into accepting jobs as domestic workers. The women are paid only a few dollars a day. Many have had their passports confiscated and cannot leave the house of their employer. Some have been sexually attacked. Others have been beaten and locked in rooms without food or water. Others have been threatened with rape for complaining about their working conditions. Despite evidence given by some women who have managed to get out of the country the Mauritanian government refuses to act. A recent demonstration organized by labour unions in front of the Parliament buildings in Mauritania was ignored by the government. Sharan Burrow, the  General-Secretary of the ITUC said the plight of the women is clearly forced labour – a form of modern slavery. She has written a letter to the Mauritanian Minister of Labour demanding free passage home for any of the women who want to return to their country. She also called for the payment of all wages owned the women.

Mauritania is a small West African country with a population of about three million. In 1981 it was the last country in the world to ban slavery. Despite the ban it has maintained its traditional slavery practices. Meanwhile human trafficking, to countries such as Saudi Arabia is on the rise. The ITUC has started a letter campaign in support of the women on its website. This is C. Marie Ainsborough reporting for RadioLabour.]

{Union leaders from around the world met in Nyon Switzerland this week to plan how to protect postal services from privatization and attacks by right-wing governments. The conference was organized by UNI the global union for skills and services. UNI represents some 20 million workers in more than 900 trade unions. Postal services are not only being challenged by advances in digital communications but also by politicians and their corporate backers who want governments to stop supplying the services. In the UK the government privatized the country’s mail system  and the company which took over is now supplying only more profitable areas. In the United States anti-government politicians forced the postal service to pre-fund health benefits decades ahead of time. Dave Ward, the newly elected general-secretary of the Communication Workeres Union – the CWU – was one of the delegates attending the UNI conference. He was interviewed by UNI’s Deputy Director of Communications, Mike Sunderland.

(audio
Some of the workers most effected by climate change are those who work in the forestry industries, especially in developing countries. I spoke to Per-Olof Sjoo about the issue. Mr Sjoo is the President of the Building and Wood Workers International. BWI represents some 12 million members in 130 countries. Mr Sjoo is President of t he Swedish Union of Forestry, Wood and Graphical Workers. I asked him how climate change is effecting his members.

What can unions around the world, and their members, do to help promote a just transition to greener, more sudstainable economies?
250 unionists meet to save and improve public services in Africa
More than 200 labour leaders from 33 countries in Africa are meeting in Botswana this week to plan how to save and improve public services in the region. The three-day conference, which  started on September 23, has been organized by Public Services International. The PSI represents public service unions globally. Some 100 women participated in a special forum on union issues related to women before the start of the conference. Young labour unionists have also held a special forum at the conference. David Dorkenoo is the PSI’s Regional Secretary for Africa and Arab countries.
(audio)\\

END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

