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US, Canada and Mexico labour against TPP trade deal
Unions say: There are no jobs on a dead planet
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This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Wednesday, September 30, 2015. I'm Marc Belanger.
US, Canada and Mexico labour against TPP trade deal
While trade negotiators are in the United States this week trying to finalize the Trans-Pacific Partnership labour leaders from the US, Canada and Mexico are trying to stop the deal. The proposed  trade deal – known by its acronym TPP – involves 12 Pacific rim countries which together make up 40 per cent of the world’s economy. The labour leaders from the three countries are basing their objections to TPP on their experience with the North American Trade Agreement. NAFTA, which was negotiated in 1994, had some tacked-on provisions to protect workers and the environment. But Richard Trumka, the president of the AFL-CIO in the United States, points out that those provisions were never enforced. The AFL-CIO is the largest labour federation in the country.
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Unions say: There are no jobs on a dead planet
With the rallying cry “There are no jobs on a dead planet” the international labour movement is organizing a global campaign to force a just transition to greener, more sustainable economies. The campaign is headed towards world-wide demonstrations to be held just before a major climate conference being organized by United Nations in Paris at the start of December. The global campaign is being co-ordinated by the International Trade Union Confederation. The ITUC is the organization which represents national labour centres at the world level. Sharan Burrow is  the General-Secretary of the ITUC.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

