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Labour files case against Bangladesh’s union busting
Children used for under-water gold mining in Philippines 
______________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Tuesday, April 26, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.
Three years ago this week a factory building collapse in the Rana Plaza near Dhaka Bangladesh killed more than 1,200 garment workers – mainly young women – and wounded more than 2,000. The international labour movement immediately reacted by forcing clothing brands to support a fire and safety accord. It also prompted the Bangladeshi government to allow more unions to operate in the garment producing sector. But now unionization in the country has been deliberately stalled. This has led the International Trade Union Organization – the ITUC- to lodge a Freedom of Association case at the International Labour Organization, the ILO. The ITUC is the organization which represents national labour centres at the world level. The ILO is the UN agency focussed on matters of work in the world. The case details how the government rejected nearly 75 per cent of union registrations in 2015 on illegitimate grounds. Jeffrey Vogt is the Director of the ITUC’s legal unit.

(audio)

The respected NGO Human Rights Watch has released a report condemning the use of children for gold mining in the Philippines. RadioLabour’s senior correspondent, C. Marie Ainsborough, reports.
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END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

