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Most UK unions are fighting to stay in European Union
RMT railway union wants to get out of the EU
The British Trades Union Congress says no to leaving
____________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour Special report recorded on Wednesday, April 27, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.

With the result too close to call electors in the UK are headed to a June 23 referendum on continued membership in the European Union. Most of the largest unions in the country, plus the national Trades Union Congress, are campaigning in support of staying in the EU. The unions include UNITE, the largest union with 1.4 million members, UNISON with 1.3 million and the GMB with about 700,000 members. A smaller union, the  National Union of Rail, Maritime and Transport Workers (commonly known as the RMT), with about 80,000 members, has declared its opposition to the European Union  and wants Britain out.  Proponents of the UK staying in the EU say that many advances in labour law and practices have come from, and are guaranteed by, the EU. Supporters of what has been dubbed Brexit – Britain’s exit – say that the EU has been pushing government austerity programmes which have caused much damage. Some right-wing supporters of Brexit have complained about the number of migrant workers entering the UK from other European countries. 
The governing Conservative government is arguing for Britain to stay in the EU but some of its prominent members such as Boris Johnson the major of London are calling for an exit. 

The Trades Union Congress, which represents all the major unions including the RMT is firmly in support of the UK remaining in the EU. Francis O’Grady is the General-Secretary of the  Trades Union Congress, the TUC. She spoke recently to a convention of the National Union of Students about Britain, the EU and the June 23 referendum.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
