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Teamsters in US targeting XPO Logistics with global help
Education union fights for-profit education in developing countries
____________________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Wednesday, December 7, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger. 
More than 170 delegates from 84 unions around the world are participating in a conference of road and rail transport workers in Brussels December 5 to 9. The conference is organized by the International Transport Workers Federation. The ITF represents more than 5 million workers who are members of unions operating in 145 countries. The conference is being used as an opportunity to discuss how road and rail transport around the world can work together to support their bargaining and organizing campaigns. One of the unions attending the conference in Brussels is the International Brotherhood of Teamsters. The union has 1.4 million members in the United States and Canada. It has been using the conference to highlight its campaign to organize employees of XPO Logistics which is one of the world’s largest provider of transportation and logistics services. James Hoffa is the General President of the Teamsters Union known as the Teamsters.
(audio)

As governments around the world implement austerity measures many of them are turning to for-profit companies to provide education. In the United States, for example,  the push is on to create so-called for-profit charter schools. In the developing world profit-making educational initiatives are being implemented by a corporation called Bridge International Academies. The company operates in countries such as India, Kenya and Uganda. On November 4 the company was told by the Supreme Court in Uganda to shut it its 60 operations in the country because it did not follow the country’s educational guidelines.. I talked to Angelo Gavrielatos about Bridge International Academies. Mr Gavrielatos is a Projecs Director for Education International – the global union for teachers and other education workers.  I asked him about the company and how it was funded. 

How does Bridge International Academies operate? What does it do?

An extended version of this interview is available on the RadioLabour website.

END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

