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19 UN agencies join to create jobs for youth
40 million youth enter job market every year
Unionist helps lead the global initiative
____________________________________

This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Tuesday, February 2, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.
(audio)

19 UN agencies are getting together to address the crisis of youth unemployment in the world. Almost 70 million people under the age of 25 are jobless. Meanwhile 40 million enter the jobs market every year. The world economy will have to create five million new jobs every month if youth unemployment rates are to remain steady. The UN Agencies are devising a strategy called the Global Initiative on Decent Jobs for Youth. It’s designed to meet the youth employment targets defined in the Sustainable Development Goals – the SDGs - adopted by the UN as a strategy for the next 30 years. The youth employment initiative  was introduced February 1 at a conference at UN headquarters in New York with a video prepared by the International Labour Organization – the ILO.

(audio)

How to make it happen is of course the big question. One of the main UN agencies which will be addressing that question is the International Labour Organization. The ILO is the organization which represents national labour centres at the world level. It is strongly supported by unions around the world. The Director-General of the ILO is Guy Ryder – the first unionist to head the organization in its 97 year history. Mr Ryder was interviewed by Daniel Dickinson of UN Radio.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter.  I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
