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12 governments sign Trans-Pacific Partnership
Trade deal covers 40% of world’s economy
Negotiated in secret for corporations not workers
________________________________________

This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Thursday, February 4, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.

While 15,000 people were protesting in the streets of Auckland New Zealand on Wednesday February 3 ministers from 12 countries bordering the Pacific ocean signed what is probably the biggest trade deal in history. The TransPacific Partnership, known as the TPP, will cover 40 per cent of the world’s economy. The countries involved include the United States, Canada, Japan, Australia, New Zealand and Mexico. The labour movements in all those countries are opposing the deal which was negotiated during five years of secret negotiations. The organization which represents those labour movements at the world level calls the deal a major setback for employment and workers’ rights. It is calling on the governments of the 12 countries  to not ratify the agreement. Sharan Burrow, the General-Secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation, the ITUC, urged the countries to reject the agreement because, as she told the media, it threatens democracy, social and labour rights, access to public services and affordable medicines. The TPP, said Ms Burrow,  promotes corporate greed and imposes unjustified and unacceptable costs for workers and communities. The largest national labour centre opposing the TransPacific Partnership is the AFL-CIO in the United States. Richard Trumpka is the AFL-CIO’s president. He compares the TPP to NAFTA - the North American Free Trade Agreement signed between Canada, the US and Mexico in 1994. A deal that was also opposed by labour organizations.
(audio)

It is not only labour leaders who oppose the agreement. Many economists are warning that it will adversely affect workers while further enhancing the power of corporations. Joseph Stiglitz is a Nobel laureate teaching at Columbia University in the US. 
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The signing of the TransPacific Partnership in New Zealand does not mean the deal will go into effect immediately. The 12 countries have two years to ratify tne TPP or vote it down. The international labour movement is calling on all national union centrals to use the time to make sure it is voted down.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
