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Iran imprisons another teacher unionist, Esmail Abdi
Teachers in Iran poorly paid and refused books
____________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour Special report recorded on Wednesday, February 24, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.

International labour organizations are condemning a decision by the Iranian government to sentence a leading teacher unionist to six years in prison. Esmail Abdi, a leader of the Tehran branch of the Iranian Teachers Trade Association has been convicted for alleged crimes related to trade union activism. Last summer Mr Adbdi tried to get a visa to attend the Congress of Education International in Ottawa. To get the visa he had to go to Albania because Canada does not have an embassy in Iran. He was turned back at the border and told to argue his case with officers at the infamous Evin prison. There he was arrested. And now he has been given a long prison sentence for his labour union work. Education International is the global union federation which represents teachers and other education workers. EI general-secretary, Fred Van Leeuwen, told the media Mr Abdi’s detention represents infringements of various international human rights’ conventions, including those protecting the freedom of expression and association.”
To beter understand the plight of teachers in Iran I talked to Akbar Zareein. Mr Zareein is a union leader in Esfehan, the country’s third largest city. We spoke through an interpreter. I asked him describe how the government of Iran is treating its teachers.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

