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Turkey cracking down even harder on unions after coup attempt?
300 million young people are unemployed or working poor
____________________________________________________

This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Monday July 18, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.
Concerns are growing that the Turkish government which has just recently survived a coup attempt by elements of the military will use the crisis to crack down even harder on labour unions. Following a military coup in 1980 anti-union laws were implemented and were successful in crippling the country’s labour movement.  Membership in Turkish trade unions fell by 50 per cent. Today the percentage of unionized workers in the country is about nine per cent, compared to the European average of 23 per cent. The current government of President Recep Erdogan has been following through with the anti-union activities. One of the unions it has targeted for extinction is DISK – the Confederation of Progressive Trade Unions of Turkey. A few weeks ago DISK Secretary-General Arzu Cerkezoglu (cir-ke-zog-lu) was jailed for a day for allegedly insulting Mr Erdogan. She later spoke at a rally in Geneva about the repression of workers rights in Turkey. The rally was organized by Public Services International. The PSI is the global union federation which represents public employee unions at a world level. MS Cerkezoglu (cir-ke-zog-lu) spoke to the  rally participants through an interpreter.
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There are more than 300 million young people in the world who are either unemployed or part of the working poor. Pete Forster of UN Radio reports.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

