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US Teamsters union votes against trade deals
UK union UNITE supports the Teamsters
Public service unions warn of corporate courts
______________________________________
This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Thursday, June 30, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.

(audio)

That is Len McCluskey, the general-secretary of UNITE – the largest union in Britain. He was speaking at the national convention of the Teamsters, one of the biggest, most powerful unions in the United States. The convention started Monday June 27. Mr McClusky and other international labour leaders used their addresses to the convention to call for global labour solidarity and opposition to the many so-called free trade deals being negotiated. These deals include TPP – the TransPacific Partnership which involves 12 nations, TISA – the Trade in Services Agreement and TTIP – the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership which is a proposed trade agreement between the European Union and the United States. All these deals have been, or are being, negotiated in secret. They include special courts which corporations can use to sue countries if they think their profit-making has been hindered..

(audio)

Another labour leader who addressed the 1,600 delegates attending the Teamsters convention in Las Vegas was Rosa Pavanelli. Ms Pavanelli is the general-secretary of Public Services International. The PSI represents public service unions at the world level.
END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour.  I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
