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International Workers’ Day 2016
Hundreds of thousands in the streets
Labour calls for decent work and public services
_______________________________________

This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Monday, May 2, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.
May 1 is International Workers Day. Across the world this year hundreds of thousands of people demonstrated for decent work, equality, social justice and more. In France where rallies were held in 300 cities workers protested a new labour law which will weaken job security. In Turkey unions held demonstrations in an authorized area while 25,000 police arrested more than 200 workers holding rallies in other parts of Istanbul and the country. In Russia tens of thousands marched in Red Square to call for jobs and lower prices mainly without criticising the autocratic rule of Vladimir Putin. In the Philippines May Day rallies were held as the country heads to a general election with some candidates promising greater respect for workers rights. In Britain thousands rallied in central London and listened to the leader of the country’s Labour party, Jeremy Corbin. It was the first time in decades that a Labour party leader addressed participants at a May Day rally in the UK. In Taiwan unions used the day to demonstrate for reduced working hours and increased wages. In Brazil workers rallied in support of embattled Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff as she faces impeachment proceedings organized by right-wing forces. In the United States, where the day is not a national holiday, workers demonstrated for a higher minimum wage and an end to attacks on undocumented workers. Helping to support the world-wide actions has been the International Trade Union Confederation. The ITUC globally represents national union centres such as the AFL-CIO in the United States and the Ghana Trades Union Congress. Sharan Burrow is the General-Secretary of the ITUC. 
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
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