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Fighting global modern day slavery
21 million people in the world are in forced labour
Mauritania finally moves, a little, to oppose slavery
________________________________________ 

This is a RadioLabour Special Report recorded on Monday, May 23, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.
Mauritania, a country of 3.5 million in Western Africa, is of the world’s leading centres of slavery. Between 10 and 20 per cent of its population is enslaved. However, because of pressure from the international labour movement, and other social justice organizations, some small steps have been taken. Just recently the country’s high court freed two anti-slavery activists from prison. Meanwhile two slave owners were sentenced to five years in jail. The International Trade Union Confederation has welcomed these moves. The ITUC is the organization which represents national labour centres at the world level. Sharan Burrow, the ITUC’s General-Secretary said: “The ITUC welcomes this change in attitude and urges the  Mauritanian government to follow through, because much more needs to be done to root out the endemic scourge of slavery from Mauritanian society”. The reason a little African country has been highlighted in the fight against slavery is not only because  thousands of its people are being forced to work as slaves. It’s because the country has been fighting to keep slavery and this has been sending a message around the world. It was only in 2007 that Mauritania finally moved to ban the owning of slaves. The country has been at the forefront of defending slavery citing traditional practices and economic needs. Its openly acknowledge slavery has been helping embolden slave owners globally.  Slavery is also known as forced labour. The International Labour Organization estimates that there are about 21 million people trapped in forced labour around the world. The ILO is the UN agency focussed on matters of work in the world. Beate Andrees is the head of the ILO’s Special Action Programme to Combat Forced Labour.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

