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Trades in Services Agreement being negotiated to help corporations
TISA will cover 70 per cent of the world’s services
British unions fear TISA will privatize parts of National Health Service
_______________________________________________________

This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Wednesday, May 25, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.
One of the largest of many trade deals being negotiated in secret by governments and corporations is the Trades and Services Agreement. TSA is a proposed treaty between 50 parties including the United States, Australia, Canada and the European Union. The deal is aimed at opening up services such as telecommunications, health care, private education and many public services to global corporations. It would cover 70 per cent of the world’s services. It includes special courts which corporations can use if they think a government action – such as increasing the minimum wage –adversely affects their potential profit. It also includes provisions such as a ban on the use of open source – free-of-charge- software because large corporations want to charge for software. One of the labour organizations trying to raise awareness of the dangers of TSA is Public Services International. The PSI is the global union federation which represents public service unions at the world level. It has released a video about the dangers of TSA.
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The PSI’s disagreement with the Trades and Services Agreement – the TSA – is echoed by many national labour centres and unions. Francis O’Grady is the General-Secretary of the British Trades Union Congress. The TUC represents 6 million workers in 52 unions.  Ms O’Grady is especially concerned that foreign corporations will be able to privatize parts of the National Health Service, the NHS
(audio)

END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

