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Negotiations to give corporations control of public services start
Global unions demand end to Trade in Services Agreement talks
TISA negotiations being conducted in secret with multinationals
____________________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour Special Report recorded on Monday, October 16, 2016. I'm Marc Belanger.
Negotiations to conclude a huge international trade deal have started in Washington. The Trade in Services Agreement, known by its acronym TISA, is a proposed treaty between 23 parties including the European Union, Canada, Australia and the United States. Despite its importance - it covers 70 per cent of the world’s trade in services - the agreement is being negotiated in secret. A report issued by Wikileaks just before the start of the negotiations in Washington shows how governments are bending to corporate demands for control of public services such as health care, education, transportation, water systems and more including veterinary services. The Wikileaks report shows that corporations are demanding control over local government provision of services. If the corporations feel that their profits have been hindered by a government decision such as buying locally they can sue the government in special corporate courts. The global unions are demanding a halt to the negotiations and release of the documents produced by governments for the negotiations. The global unions calling for a halt in the talks include Education International, the International Transport Workers Federation, UNi and the International Union of Foodworkers. One of the global unions which has been working most energetically to end the TISA negotiations in Public Services International. PSI has organized a number of international meetings aimed at stopping the TISA negotiations. David Boys, the deputy general-secretary of PSI, spoke at one of those meetings. 

(audio
The report by Wikileaks about the TISA negotiations shows the behinds-doors- attitude of the European Union negotiators. In public they say they want to protect public control of government services. But behind the closed doors of the negotiations they are supporting corporate demands for privatization. Fred van Leeuwen, General Secretary of the global union Education International told the media that the leaks clearly indicate the dangerous direction of the TISA negotiatiions. He said it is outrageous that the EU is demanding other TiSA parties to commit to the privatization of education, particularly in the case of developing countries where public education systems are still being established, or where privatisation has clearly failed.”
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour.  I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
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