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International union activists help US auto workers fight for first contract

The world will need 11 million more workers as it faces a health care crisis
_____________________________________________________________
Hello, I’m Marc Belanger

This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Tuesday, April 18, 2017. I'm Marc Belanger.
International union activists help US auto workers fight for bargaining rights


When workers are trying to get their union recognized it helps to have a lot of friends around the world. That was the message auto workers in the southern United States received recently. RadioLabour’s senior correspondent, C. Marie Ainsborough, has a report. 

[The international labour movement is showing its support for workers at a Volkswagen plant in the US state of Tennessee. Union activists from seven countries visited the plant in the city of Chattanooga. They came from Poland, Germany, the UK, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa and Switzerland. VW management is refusing to negotiate with a local union of the United Autoworkers – the UAW – despite being told to do so by the national labour relations board. The bid to have the union recognized by VW started in 2015 when more than 70 per cent of the skilled trades workers at the plant voted to join the UAW local 42. The local union, despite not being recognized by management, is still recruiting new members. Workers at the plant complain of safety problems, constant shift changes so employees cannot plan their lives, and forced overtime adding up to 11 hours a day for 13 days in a row. The visit by the union activists from around the world was co-ordinated by the global union IndustriALL. IndustriALL represents 50 million workers in 140 countries who are employed mining, energy and manufacturing sectors. Valter Sanches, the General-Secretary of IndustriALL said that Volkswagen’s refusal to recognize the union is illegal and violates the Global Framework agreement it signed in 2002. The agreement calls on Volkswagen to respect the right of workers to join unions and negotiate their wages and working conditions. Gary Casteel, the national Secretary-Treasurer of the UAW told the media: the United Auto Workers will continue to seek dialog with VW in an attempt to get the company to end its union-busting in Chattanooga and enter into negotiations for a first collective bargaining agreement with UAW Local 42. This is C. Marie Ainsborough reporting for RadioLabour.]
The world will need 11 million more workers as it faces a health care crisis
The world is facing a serious lack of health care workers as many countries face increasingly older populations. One of the global unions fighting to get nations to recognize the need for more trained, decently paid health care workers is Public Services International. The PSI represents more than 20 million workers in 670 unions in 154 countries. It has recently started a campaign called  the Human Right to Health aimed at promoting universal public health coverage. I talked to Rosa Pavanelli about the need to train more health care workers if countries are to improve their health systems. Ms Pavanelli is the General-Secretary of PSI – Public Services International.

(audio: pavanelli) 
END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
