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21 million people trapped in forced labour
Millions of women are forced into modern day slavery
Labour supports a new global law against slave labour
___________________________________________

This is a RadioLabour special report recorded on December 6, 2017. I’m Marc Belanger.


There are about 21 million people in the world trapped in modern day slavery, forced labour. Women and girls are disproportionally affected accounting for 99 per cent of victims in the commercial sex industry and 58 per cent in other sectors.  To fight forced labour member countries of the UN’s International Labour Organization have adopted a new international regulation called a Protocol to eliminate forced labour. The ILO is the organization which creates international laws and methods of implementing those laws which its member states can adopt. The protocol on forced labour has come into force which means if a country adopts it the protocol becomes part of the nation’s legal infrastructure. Guy Ryder, a trade unionist, is the Director-General of the ILO.
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The labour movement is a prime mover in the fight against forced labour. Sharan Burrow is the General-Secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation. The ITUC represents national union centres such as the AFL-CIO in the United States and the Ghana Trades Union Congress.
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Beatees Andrees is Chief of the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work Branch of the ILO.

(audio)

So far 21 countries have ratified the ILO protocol on Forced Labour including the UK and Sweden. Countries such as Canada, China and the United States have not.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

