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Global unemployment will increase to more than 200 million in 2017
Davos should focus on workers in supply chains not digitalization

_____________________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Monday, January 16, 2017. I'm Marc Belanger.
The number of unemployed people in the world will increase by 3.4 million in 2017. That will bring the global number of jobless people to more than 200 million. The prediction for increase unemployment comes in a new report by the International Labour Organization. The ILO is the UN agency focussed on matters of work in the world. Guy Ryder is the Director-General of the organization. He is the first unionist to lead the organization in the ILO’s 98 year history. He was interviewed by Daniel Johnson of UN radio. 

(audio)
This week top corporate and government leaders are meeting at the annual World Economic Forum being held in Davos Switzerland. The theme of this year’s conference is the effect of computer technology on the future of entreprise and work. However, one labour leader is objecting to the emphasis on the digitalization of work saying that it excludes the vast majority of workers in the world. Valter Sanches is the president of the global union IndustriALL. Industriall represents 50 million workers employed in a wide range of economic sectors from mining to manufacturing to garment production. I asked him about what’s being called Industry 4.0 – the digitalization of work. 

(audio)

What is industriall doing to represent the millions of workers who are being affected by digitalization – those who are directly affected in increasingly computerized workplaces and those workers who are toiling in global supply chains.

END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
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