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Mexico spied on investigators into disappearance of student teachers
43 young trainee teachers were killed or kidnapped by local police
Labour movement demands UN Human Rights Council investigation
_______________________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Monday, July 17, 2017. I'm Marc Belanger.

The New York Times has reported that the Mexican government used sophisticated surveillance technology to spy on a independent investigation into the disappearance of 43 student  teachers in 2014. The investigation was conducted by Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. Representative of the Commission told the Times that investigators were harassed by the Mexican government right from the start. Now there is evidence that very expensive technology, which only governments can purchase, was used to spy on the Commission’s work. The spying intensified after the government reported that local police and drug gangs had killed the student teachers and burned their bodies. Investigators for the Commission could find no evidence of a fire big enough to burn 43 bodies. One of the organizations which has been pushing to find out the truth about the disappearance of the student teachers is the American Federation of Teachers. The AFT represents 1.6 million teachers and other workers. It wants the United Nations Human Rights Council to find out what happened to the student teachers. I talked to AFT President Randi Weingarten about the situation just after the AFT called on the UN to investigate. 


Do you think there a chance that any of the student teachers are still alive?

What do you want the UN Human Rights Council to do?

Why is the AFT putting so much effort into this issue?

I also talked to Louis Malfaro, the President of the Texas branch of the AFT – the American Federation of Teachers. I asked him how the AFT has been working with other labour bodies and unions to find out what happened to the 43 student teachers. 

Can unions and their members help in the efforts to discover the truth about the missing student teachers?
END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radioolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

