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Ships detained in UK for slave-like conditions
Workers need mental health programmes 
______________________________________
Hello, I’m Marc Belanger
This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Thursday, July 20, 2017. I'm Marc Belanger.
When one of the world’s 53,000 transport ships entered the English port of Sharpness in May it became another example of the horrible working conditions may seafarers face onboard. An investigation found that the crew of the vessel Tahsin had been drinking seawater for the past 10 days because no potable water was available. They had been eating out-of-date food. And their wages had not been paid for three months or more. But the conditions would probably not have been uncovered if it were not for the International Transport Workers Federation. The ITF works on behalf of the world’s 1.5 million seafarers. Based in London it has vessel inspectors in ports all around the world. These inspectors look for violations of the Maritime Labour Convention of the International Labour Organization. The ILO is the UN agency focused on matters of work in the world. The Convention – an international law – addresses issues such as minimum pay and safety. In the case of the Tahsin multiple violations of the Convention were found and so the vessel was detained by the UK Border Force. The ITF described the conditions onboard the ship as slave-like.  Following the intervention of the ITF crew members were repatriated and paid in full – including one seafarer who have been paid only 250 dollars a month. ITF inspector Darren Proctor said the ship master somehow thought it was acceptable to pay the crew every three months and did not keep wage accounts. The vessel, said Mr Proctor, has been revisited and issued with a further list of deficiencies”. He added that the ship was flagged by Panama but he has not heard from the Panamanian government. Meanwhile two more vessels, owned by the same company which operates the Tahsin, were also detained in the UK for not fulfilling of the obligations of Maritime Labour Convention. ITF seafarers section chair Dave Heindel said: The regulations exist to prevent abuse but some people seem to think they don’t apply to them.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

