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World Refugee Day
65 million refugees need jobs and public services
Migrant workers in dangerous jobs building stadiums

___________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour Special Report recorded on Tuesday, June 20, 2017. I'm Marc Belanger.
May 20 is World Refugee Day – a Day established by the United Nations to remind people of the plight of the world’s refugees. There are more than 65 million refugees in the world: people who have fled war, poverty, the effects of climate change, unemployment and other issues. The international labour movement wants governments to help refugees by ensuring they have the public services they need, decent work and a welcomed place in the community.. Sharan Burrow is the General Secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation. The ITUC represents national labour centres such as the Ghana Trades Union Congress and the AFl-CIO in the United States.
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The number of refugees in the world has recently increased dramatically According to the UN agency which is focussed on refugee-related issues there are 6 million more refugees than there were at the end of 2014. In the last year alone some 300,000 people have become refugees. Here is a report prepared by TRT World.
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Another group of workers the international labour movement is concerned about is migrants – people who leave their home countries looking for jobs. Thousands of them are working on huge projects such as the stadiums for World Cup of football in Russia, Qatar and Japan. Ambet Yuson is the General-Secretary of the the Building and Woodworkers International global union.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

