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Unaccompanied children crossing Mediterranean seeking asylum
Global union campaigns for decent health care as a human right
_____________________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour news update recorded on Wednesday, May 24, 2017. I'm Marc Belanger.
Every year thousands of unaccompanied children land on the beaches of Italy seeking asylum and a better life.  They need decent public services and education. C. Marie Ainsborough reports
[Audio: The global union for education is calling for emergency action to help the thousands of unaccompanied children who cross the Mediterranean to Italy. Education International,  which represents 30 million teachers and other education workers around the world, has just published a major study about the children. It says that of the 28,000 minors who landed on Italy’s beaches in 2016, almost all, 91 per cent, travelled without an adult. That means parents are putting their children into unsafe boats and sending them off into the Mediterranean in the hopes the children will have a better life. However, the survey by Education International, shows that the children are not being integrated into European society because of inadequate services. EI is calling for the movement of the children away from the coasts and into schools, even if they have not yet received the necessary legal papers. While acknowledging that Italy does a good job protecting minors it must do more – especially to support the children once they get into school. The EI report points out that only one million euros a year are set aside to provide language training for the children. This is C. Marie Ainsborough reporting for RadioLabour.]
[Audio: Health care] 
END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

