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Privatization of public services steals from people
Results of Australian unions' inquiry into privatization
____________________________________________
This is a Radiolabour special report produced on Monday, November 13, 2017. I’m Marc Belanger.
The privatization of publically owned and operated services means taking the common wealth owned by the people of a country and giving it to corporations so the corporations can increase their profits. Unions can win battles against the privatization of individual services but fighting the overall policy can be difficult. One of the strategies that can be used to fight government policy favouring privatization is to build coalitions of labour organizations and other civil society groups. An example of this working together has been initiated in Australia by the global union Public Services International. The PSI represents national public service unions at the world level. It brought together a number of Australian public employee unions and organized a people’s inquiry into the effects of privatization. The inquiry’s report was released in late October. Michael Whaites is the PSI’s Sub-Regional Secretary for Oceania. He spoke at the release of the inquiry’s report.
(audio)
One of the unions that participated in the Peoples’ Inquiry into privatization was the Australian Services Union. I talked to its National Secretary, David Smith,  at a recent PSI meeting in Geneva. I asked Mr Smith about the the inquiry.
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And what we some of the results of that study.

How has the push for privatization affected your members

This is a unique way of approaching the topic of privatization – setting up a people’s inquiry – how was the inquiry accepted. Was it respected? Were its results accepted by the public
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.
