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Largest labour federation in US meets to plan fight backs
Richard Trumpka re-elected as AFL-CIO president
______________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour report recorded on Monday, October  23, 2017. I’m Marc Belanger.
(trumpka audio)

That is Richard Trumpka, the president of the largest labour federation in the United States, the AFL-CIO. He was speaking at the start of the federation’s national convention being held on the banks of the Mississippi river in St Louis, Missouri.  The convention is being held at a challenging time for American unions. Thirty years ago the unionization rate in the country was 20 per cent. It’s now 10 per cent. Wages have been effectively frozen for decades. And there is a rise in right-wing, anti-union, anti-women, anti-black forces in the country. It’s a time Mr Trumpka told the delegates for working people to come together. 

(trumpka audio)

Mr Trumpka has been elected to third four-year term as president. The convention runs until Wednesday, October 25.
END

And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, Twitter, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And  remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

