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New global coalition to fight for equal pay 
Cities are taking back their water systems
____________________________________
This is a RadioLabour news report recorded on Tuesday September 19, 2017. I’m Marc Belanger.
Despite many years of trying to implement equal pay for men and women there is much more to be done. And so a new coalition of global organizations has been created. C. Marie Ainsborough reports.

[ In recognition that government and employer policies have not resulted in equal pay for work of equal value a number of global institutions have initiated a new strategy. The UN’s International Labour Organization, the OECD, and the United Nations Department known as UN Women have created a new coalition. The aim is to have governments, employer groups, and labour unions devise policies which can be adopted in order to implement equal pay. The decision to create the new coalition comes after a new Gallup poll of 142 countries. The poll showed that there is overwhelming support for women to have paid jobs if they want to. But there are many challenges such as problems balancing work and family responsibilities, lack of affordable day care, unfair treatment at work, as well as unequal pay. A major impetus for the new coalition is the recognition that the goal the UN has set itself for equal pay by 2030 will not be met unless significant and different actions are taken. Guy Ryder, the Director-General of the ILO and a trade unionist said: The principle of equal pay for work of equal value is enshrined in the ILO Constitution of 1919. One hundred years, he said, is too long to wait.]

More and more municipalities around the world are finding out that they made a mistake when they privatized their water supply systems and gave them to profit-making corporations. At the forefront of the struggle to re-muni-cipalize water system is Public Services International. The PSI represents some 20 million public service workers who are members of 670 unions around the world. As part of its campaign to encourage re-muni-cipalization of water systems it has released a new video.
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And that’s it. International labour news you can use. RadioLabour’s newscasts are available on its website, iTunes, mobile phones, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I’m Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember: it’s all about global solidarity.

