Solidarity News

RadioLabour
April 19, 2018
_______________________________________________

Representing labour in Africa’s economic organization
Revitalizing the Organization of Trade Unions of West Africa
________________________________________________
This is a RadioLabour special report recorded on April 19, 2018. I’m Marc Belanger.

One of the ways the labour movement in Africa exerts its influence on policy makers is to advise the continent’s various sub-regional economic organizations. Unfortunately, because of the lack of long-term funding and other factors, the advisory organizations established by the labour movement can become ineffectual. But the movement keeps trying to establish its presence at the sub-regional economic bodies as best as possible. One of the success stories is the the Organization of Trade Unions of West Africa, known by its acronym OTUWA. A few years ago the union centrals in west Africa decided that OTUWA should be revitalized in order to represent labour’s voice at the Economic Community of West African States, also known as ECOWAS. They chose a veteran labour leader, John Odah, to lead OTUWA.  Mr Odah had been the General Secretary of the Nigerian Labour Congress, one of the most powerful labour centrals in Africa. Nigeria has a population of 350 million. I talked to Mr Odah and asked him to describe OTUWA, the Organization of Trade Unions of West Africa. 

(audio)

What are the goals of the organization. What does OTUWA do?

(audio)

In 2015 OTUWA started a five year plan to revitalize itself. How has that been going?
And that's it: International labour news you can use.  I'm Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember it's all about global solidarity.
