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Teacher uprising for decent wages and education in the US
Trade unions in small countries confronting climate change
Fighting for humans and trade union rights in Africa
How tripartism works towards full employment in Singapore
The LabourStart report about union events around the world
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Hello I’m Marc Belanger

This is a RadioLabour World Report recorded on Friday April 20, 2018. I’m Marc Belanger.

In the Report this week: teachers in the United States strike for decent pay and quality education, trade unionists have been attending the Commonwealth Heads of Government conference in London, how tripartism works for full employment in Singapore, the LabourStart report about union events around the world and singing: “We Belong to the Union”. This is RadioLabour.
In the United States teachers in some of the most poverty-ridden states are standing up for themselves, and the children they work for, by going on strike against abysmally low wages and cuts to education. Strikes have been conducted in Oklahoma, West Virginia and Kentucky. Teachers in Arizona have put the state on notice that they too will strike if their demands aren’t met. These actions are taking place in states that voted for Donald Trump and are controlled by rabidly right-wing Republican legislatures. I talked to David Edwards about the teacher actions in the US. Mr. Edwards is the newly elected General Secretary of Education International. EI is the global union for teachers and other education workers. It has some 32 million members in 173 countries, including the United States. Mr Edwards, who is from the state of Pennsylvania, started his career as a public high school teacher. 

Mr Edwards: I hesitate to call it an uprising . . .

(audio)

But it does seem like something quite consequential is happening. Why are these teachers in the United States going on strike? What’s happening?

(audio)

An extended version of my interview with Mr Edwards is available on the RadioLabour website at www.radiolabour.net
The leaders of Commonwealth countries have been meeting in London this week April 16 – 20. The British Trades Union Congress – the TUC - invited a number of unionists to participate in the conference. C. Marie Ainsborough reports.

[audio: The Commonwealth is an intergovernmental organization of 53 countries which were part of the British Empire. It meets every two years. Trade unionists were amongst the 5,000 delegates attending the conference. One of those unionists was Toni Moore, the General Secretary of the Barbados Workers Union. Ms Moore expressed her concerns about how climate change is affecting her country, a small island in the Caribbean.

(audio)

Another participant at the Commonwealth meeting of heads of states was Joel Odijie (oh-de-gee). Mr. Odijie is the coordinator of Human and Trade Union Rights for ITUC-Africa. The ITUC is the global body which represents national labour centres such as the Ghana Labour Congress. Mr Odijie was asked about violations of human rights and African countries ITUC-Africa focusses on.

(audio)

I’m C. Marie reporting for RadioLabour.]
Singapore is a island nation in south-east Asia. It is well known for its political tripartism which is a process by which the government, employer groups and trade unions co-operate to implement policies such as full employment. I talked to Patrick Tay about Singapore. Mr. Tay is the Executive Secretary of the Singapore Manual and Mercantile Workers Union – the SMMWU. I asked him about the challenges facing Singapore as it pursues full employment. 
(audio)

Here is LabourStart correspondent Derek Blackadder with his report about union events around the world.

(audio)

Now here is Tim O’Brien with the Australian union song: “We Belong to the Union”.
(audio)
And that's it: International labour news you can use. RadioLabour's newscasts are available on its website, Facebook, iTunes, union websites and community radio stations. Follow us on Twitter @radiolabour. I'm Marc Belanger. Thank you for listening. And remember it's all about global solidarity. 

