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Worker’ Centre in Jordan a model for industrial zones
20,000 garment workers use the Al Hassan Worker’s Centre
_________________________________________________

This is a RadioLabour report recorded on August 1, 2018. I’m C. Marie Ainsborough.

A project to help migrant garment workers in Jordan is proving so successful that it may be duplicated in many other countries. 

The Al Hassan Workers’ Centre in Jordan is a project of the Jordanian government and the International Labour Organization. 

The ILO is the UN specialized agency focused on matters of work in the world. It is managed in a tripartite fashion with representatives of governments, employers and labour unions. 

The Al Hassan Industrial Zone is the largest of Jordan’s 14 zones.  Almost 20,000 migrant workers, mainly from South Asia, are employed in the Zone’s garment factories. 

The isolated location of the zone in Jordan posed many educational, health, and recreational problems. And so the ILO, with its Better Work Programme, started the Centre in 2013. 

Emily Hilton is a Project Manager for the Workers’ Centre.
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Here is one of the workers who uses the Workers’ Centre services. 
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Sandra Snow is a former garment worker who is now a Project Co-ordinator at the Centre. 
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Philip Fishman is the Manager of the ILO’s Better Work Programme in Jordan. 
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The Al Hassan Workers Centre has been financially supported by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation.

I’m C. Marie Ainsborough. Thank you for listening.

